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Convention  Program,  June  $-12,  19U8 


For  a  detaHedacccxint  of  the  fill  program  consiilt  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  for 
May- June  19U8*  The  pai^t  pertainiiig  to  t lie  Geography  and  Map  Group  is  as  follows, 
and  has  been  ai'ranged  by  Dr,  Burton  Adkins  on.  Chairman  of  the  Washington  group: 

Tuesday,  June  8th,  2:30  to  U:30  P»M,  Trip  to  the  U,  S.  Coast  and 
Geodetic  "Survey,  This  visit  is  part  of  the  pre- convention  workshop 
and  is  not  to  be  consideredas  a  part  of  o-e*  regular  program  although 
the  Geography  and  Map  Group  are  most  D.noerested  in  this  trip.  The 
morning  is  set  aside  for  a  ■visit  to  the  Library  of  Corgress, 

Vfednesday,  June  9th,  2:15  to  U:U0  F.K,  Trip  to  the  U,  S,  Geological 
Survey  Library  and  Map  Information  Office,  8:00  P,!!, ,  General  meeting 
devoted  to  Group  affairs.  Important  lueRting, 

Thursdsy ,  June  10th,  9:30  A, I  ,  to  U:30  P.M,  Trip  through  the  Army  Map 
Service  DlanTI  This  vrill  include  a  visit  to  the?-r  Reproduction,  Distribu¬ 
tion,  Research,  Hap  Compilation  and  Libi-arj  plant  and  the  Distribution 
unit.  At  1:00  F,I‘,  there  will  be  a  luncheon  in  the  Cafeteria  for  the 
group,  after  which  -there  will  be  a  discussion  of  the  Map  Library  program 
in  the  Departmoni  of  the  Army,  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  for  private 
individuals  to  visit  the  Army  Lap  Service, 

Friday,  June  11th,  10:00  to  12:00  A,M,  vill  be  the  Group  Business  meeting, 
AH  membcrs  are  urged  to  attend  both  tliis  meeting  and  theAhnual  Luncheon 
and  Business  meeting  of  the  SLA  vihich  follows.  Important  poirb  s  will  be 
brought  up  &  r  discussion  and  action,  matters  which  v/ill  have  direct 
bearing  on  each  member,  si  ch  as  the  raising  of  dues,  the  matter  of  Awards, 
etc.  The  National  Geographic  Society  has  invited  members  of  the  SLA  to 
visit  their  cartographic  laboratory,  librai’y  and  E:^lorer’s  Hall  from 
3:30  to  5:30  P.M,,  and  enjoy  a  reception  and  tea< 

It  is  hoped  that  members  vail  make  a  special  effort  -to  attend  the  Convention, 
and  take  advantage  of  the  unusi  al  opportunities  to  visit  -fti  ese  government  map 
agencies.  Members  are  urgently  requested  to  register  for  these  trips  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  the  committee  has  to  report  to  the  host  agency  in  each  case  how 
many  visitors  to  expect.  Arrangements  must  be  made  for  guides  in  the  ®  nducted 
tours.  So  please  show  consideration  £>  r  oui’  kind  hosts  and  send  in  your  reserva¬ 
tion  at  once  to  SLA  Convention,  hl08  Arkansas  Avenue,  N,n, ,  ".'ashington  11,  D,C, 

Other  meetings  of  interest  ^vill  be: 

• 

(1)  A  pre-corr/ention  meeting  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June  5th,  at  which 
selective  representatives  from  each  group  illl  d  scuss  "Employer’s 
evaluation  of  training  desirable  foi’  the  special  librarian,"  Dr, 

Adkins  on  vail  represent  the  Geography  aid  Map  Group, 

(2)  On  Wednesday  evening,  June  9th,  at  8:00  ?,M,  a  gaieral  meeting  of  all 
the  Groups,  "The  Groups  face  their  fifth  decade,"  This  is  -fri  e  first 
formally  scheduled  meeting  devoted  to  group  affairs,  so  db  not  miss  it. 
Matters  of  group  structure  and  activities,  vital  to  every  group  member, 
■will  be  di.scussed,  in  the  fam  of  a  panel,  with  the  Group  Liaison 
Officer  presiding,  "Reaching  individual  members  of  the  group"  a  talk 

by  Kenneth  Fagerhaugh,  Research  Librarian  in  charge  of  Public  Relations 
with  Industry  in  thejohn  Crerar  Library,  Chicage  j  "Inter-Group  relation¬ 
ships"  by  Ruth  Savord,  Librarian  of  the  Council  on  Foreign  Relation^  and 
a  discussion  on  "Group  structure"  by  Adrian  Paradis,  treasurer  cf  SLA,  are 
the  three  parts  of  the  program,  to  be  followed  by  general  comments. 
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Group  Activities,  19U7-19li8 

Both  the  Washington  andthe  New  York  Groups  have  Qijjoyed  a  siiccessful  year, 
vdth  many  interesting  meetings  an.d  a  grovdng  membership.  The  New  York  Group 
celebrates  its  third  anniversary  this  year  as  tlie  first  meeting  vras  held  on 
May  3>  19ii5,  at  the  American  Geographical  Society.  The  annual  reports  of  the 
chairmen  fillov^. 

New  York  Gro\ip.  Chairman,  Ft,  Fanl  B,  Lee,  General  Drafting  Company,  New  York. 

Three  meetings  vrere  held: 

November  6th,  irli?,  Now  York  Public  Library^  Through  the  courtesy  of 
of  the  ColuniaD-  Deacon  Oil  Company,  three  colored, 
sound  motion  pictures  \;ere  shown,  produced  by 
Esso  Marketers;  areas  covered:  V/est  Virginia,  Iran, 
and  the  great  silk  route  from  Syria  to  India. 

March  2nd,  19a8,  Nev;  York  Hisboiical  Society.  Short  business  meet¬ 
ing  followed  by  lecture  gi'ven  by  Commander  Donald 
3,  MacMillan,  on  his  trips  to  Labrador,  Baffin 
Land  and  Greenland.  At  this  lecture  the  group 
vras  the  guest  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

April  2].st,  19U8,  National  Pioccss  Company,  Clifton,  Ne;v  Jersey. 

Chartered  bus  to  the  plant,  where  a  colored  movie 
v;as  sho\jn  of  Ijthograpidc  processes,  followed  by 
a  tour  of  the  plant.  Buffet  supper  was  served  and 
a  very  enjoyable  social  hour  wound  up  the  evening. 

This  meeting  was  originally  planned  &r  January  22nd, 
but  had  to  be  postponed  on  account  of  strikes. 

May  26th,  19U8  At  the  momerb  of  going  to  press,  an  afternoon  visit 
to  the  United  Nations  5  s  being  planned.  Members 
vrill  go  out  to  Lake  Success  by  chartered  bus,  aid 
after  lunch  in  their  cafeteria,  there  mil  be  a 
visit  to  thje  General  Assembly.  I/ir,  Nathaniel  Abelson, 
map  librarian,  vd.ll  conduct  ai  e  scorted  tom*  of  tiie 
library  andother  point c  of  interest. 

The  officers  for  the  term  19U8-1950  are  as  follov/s: 

Chairman  -  Kt,  Jacques  S,  Frazin 
Secretary  -  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Carlson 
Membership  -  I  r,  Paul  B,  Lee 
Program  -  Miss  dna  I .  Yonge 


Washington  Group.  Chairman,  Dr.  Burton  1?,  Adkincon,  Library  of  Congress, 
Four  meetings  were  held: 

October  19a7>  V/hittall  Pavilion,  Library  of  Congress  .  Business 
meeting  followed  by  a  talk  on  the  chief  factors  af¬ 
fecting  man  in  the  Arctic  and  Sub-Arctic,  by  Mr, 
Robert  Campbell, 


December  U,  19U7j  Luncheon  at  Hotel  2U00  followed  by  a  broadcast  on 
Station  ’7C0K,  This  was  a  panel  discussion  on  the 
official  map  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Gerald 
t'itagorald,  Chief  of  tbe  Topograpiiic  Branch, 

1),  S,  Geological  Suiwey;  Colone]  V/jliiam  Mills, 
Coimnanding  Officer  of  the  Amiy  Map  Seiwice;  Com¬ 
mander  Henry  IT.  Kemple,  Chief  of  the  Geogetic  Division, 
U.  S,  Coav<^t  arJ  Geodetic  Surrey;  Dr,  Walter  W.  Ristow 
of  the  lap  Division,  library'’  of  Congress, 


February  10,  irU8j  Division  of  Taps.,  Library''  of  Congress,  A  round  table 
discussion  was  held  on  map  filing  equipmoit.  Nine 
representati'.cs  of  diffex-ent  libraries  took  part, 

April  6th,  19);8,  Donat’s  Restarrant,  dpealer  after  tlie  dinner, 

‘  Mr,  Helmuth  Ley  of  Rand  licNally  and  Conpajiy,  who 

discussed  the  development  and  us  e  of  Marketing  Maps, 
This  was  follo'^ed  by  a  business  meeting,  and  election 
of  officers  for  the  19U3-19h9  term.  The  new  officers 
are ; 


Chairman  - 
Vice-Chairman  - 
Secretary  - 


tiiss  Kathleen  Irish 
Mrs,  Dorothy  Bartlett 
Miss  Paula  Strain 


While  the  Washington  Chapter  has  adopted  a  corstitution  vdiidi  does  not  allov;  of¬ 
ficers  to  hold  office  for  more  than  one  year,  tlic  New  York  Group  voted  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  held  on  March  2nd,  1948>  to  elect  officers  for  two  years.  The  question 
whether  the  National  Group  officers  are  to  be  elected  for  one  or  two  years  vdll 
be  brought  up  for  decision  at  the  business  ineet?rig  to  be  held  at  tlie  Convention, 
The  tvio  year  term  is  favored  by  the  Executive  Coimnitbee  of  the  SLA,  Let  us  have 
your  ideas  on  the  subject.  For  the  longer  term  of  office,  there  diould  be  more 
officers,  such  as  program  c hai man,  editor  of  the  Bull.etin,  etc,,  to  take  the 
load  off  the  chairman. 


The  Geography  and  Map  Gror\p  in  Washirgton  have  formed  a  ConBuittee  ib  r  the  stuc^ 
of  Library  of  Congress  cataloging  rules  for  maps.  The  problem  of  cataloging  maps 
is  of  such  v/idespread  interest  that  perhans  the  matter  of  an  intensive  survey 
might  be  of  interest  to  the  Group  as  a  v/hole.  Miss  Muriel  H,  Parry  is  chairman 
of  this  conmittee. 


Mrs,  Russell  LeGear  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  Di-'/ision  of  Maps,  is  chairman  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  for  the  election  of  Natioiial  Officers,  This  will  take 
place  at  the  busiress  meeting  scheduled  for  the  SLA  Conrerrtion,  on  Friday  morning, 
June  11th. 


Mr.  Arthur  B,  Carlson,  secretary  of  the  Geography  and  Map  Group,  has  compiled  an 
analysis  of  the  membership  of  the  Group,  as  follo.vs: 


GEOGRAPHY  AND  MP  GROUP  ItEMBERSHIP  May  10,  19U8 


Chapter 

Active 

Institutional 

Associate 

Total 

Boston 

2 

1 

8 

Cincinnati 

1 

1 

Cleveland 

2 

1 

3 

Connecticut 

2 

1 

3 

Greater  St, Louis 

1 

2 

3 

Kansas  City 

2 

2 

Illinois 

2 

3 

Louisiana 

1 

1 

Michigan 

1 

i 

1 

3 

Milwaukee 

1 

1 

Minnesota 

1 

1 

2 

Montreal 

3 

3 

New  Jersey 

1 

1 

New  York 

32 

lU 

6 

52 

Philadelphia 

1 

1 

Pittsburgh 

2 

2 

Puget  Sound 

2 

1 

3 

San  Francisco  Bay 

Region 

6 

2 

8 

Southern  California 

1 

1 

2 

Toronto 

1 

1 

1 

3 

\7ashington 

7U 

1 

22 

97 

Western  New  York 

3 

3 

Unafilliated 

2 

1 

8 

Total 

III? 

30 

38 

215 

No  progress  can  be  reported  with  regard  Id  forming  Groups  in  Chicago  or  Boston, 
Cooperation  has  been  asked  frcm  Liss  Agnes  "'liitLiarsh,  map  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  in  getting  together  the  nucleus  ox  a  Geography  and  i.Iap 
Group  in  Chicago,  and  there  is  hope  that  before  long  sucih  a  group  may  be  organized. 

MiT,  Frank  N,  Jones  of  the  Harvard  College  Library  reports  that  a  local  group  has 
been  in  existence  in  the  Boston  area  since  January  19Li7,  airl  the  membership  is 
now  over  fifty.  BUT,  -  aid  this  is  the  sad  part  -  th^  do  not  vrish  to  be  af¬ 
filiated  with  any  organization.  They  prefer  to  continue  as  an  independent  group, 
and  "are  thus  able  to  maintain  the  high  degree  of  corplete  informality  vJi  ich  per¬ 
mits  us  to  avoid  dues,  officers,  conditions  or  restrictions.,"  They  call  them¬ 
selves  the  CAitTOPHILE  SOCIETY,  Members  are  from  tlie  varioui  schools  and  colleges 
in  the  Boston  area,  government  map  agei-cies,  the  chief  map  cjealers  and  a  few 
private  collectors.  Their  ten  meetings  and  visits  cover  a  itide  range  of  subjects. 
There  is  still  hope  that  vre  can  malce  the  advantages  of  belonging  to  the  SLA  over¬ 
ride  their  reluctance  and  fear  of  rcgir.ientationi 


Av/ards  of  Merit 

Both  the  Nevf  York  and  Vfadiington  groups  have  gone  on  record  as  being  against  the 
idea  of  cash  awards.  But  we  approve  of  the  idea  of  granting  awards  for  out¬ 
standing  achievement.  The  Association  as  a  vhole  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
express  itself  when  the  Awards  Committee  submits  its  final  recemmerdations  at  the 
annual  convention  in  June,  Three  types  of  awards  are  proposed:  for  individuals, 
for  Chapters,  and  to  Groups,  In  what  form  should  the  awards  be  presented:  Cash  • 
a  medal  -  a  plaque  -  a  silver  ci:^)?  Ideas  or  suggestions  are  welcome. 


The  LIBRARY  JOURNAL  has  suggested  that  the  Geography  and  Map  Group  sponsor  a 
special  edition  devoted  to  a  series  of  ai’ticles  on  "I'aps  in  Libraries,"  This 
has  been  received  vdth  much  enthusiasm,  and  la  c  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
Executive  Board,  Dr.  Walter  W,  Ristov;  has  been  appointed  chairman  ofihe  Washing¬ 
ton  group  committee  to  handle  details  on  the  project,  wliile  Mr.  iiicliard  Edes  Har¬ 
rison  is  chairman  of  the  Nev;  York  group  committee.  Miss  Ena  L.  Yonge,  National 
group  chairman  will  be  liaison  officer  and  ecSitor,  assisted  by  Mr,  Arthur  B, 
Carlson,  Fuller  details  vdll  be  announced  later.  Articles  dll  be  limited  to 
1200  -  1^00  words. 


Manuals 

The  Special  Libraries  laanual,  edited  by  Alma  C.  Mitchill,  is  almost  ready  for 
publication.  Designed  to  be  a  guide  for  the  organization  and  administration  of 
a  spsciai  library,  it  aims  to  give  full  information  concerning  the  liyout  and 
equipment,  routine  procedures  far  accessioning,  cataloging  and  fi.lirg,and  the 
numerous  problems  affecting  a  special  library. 

A  nev:  edition  of  the  Group  manual  has  been  issued  to  all  group  chairman,  T/hile 
still  in  tentative  form,  it  covers  all  the  various  aspects  of  group  organization 
and  functions,  budgeting,  finances,  and  relationships. 


Random  Notes 

A  second  circular  has  been  received  concernirg  the  plans  for  the  InternationaH- 
Geogr^hical  Congress  which  vdll  be  held  in  Septsmba*  19U8  in  Lisbon,  Portugal, 

Mr,  Gerald  L.  Alexander  of  the  Liap  Room,  New  York  Public  Library,  is  planning  to 
attend,  and  also  to  visit  other  countries  in  ivestem  Europe.  Dr,  Burton  IT,  Adkin- 
son,  chairman  of  the  Wasliington  group,  is  also  planning  to  attend  the  congress. 

The  American  Library  Association  convention,  will  be  held  in  Atlantic  City,  fro  m 
Jiine  ll-19th,  19U8. 

Of  interest  to  students  of  historical  cartography  is  the  recent  publication  of 
volume  IV  of  IMAGO  I  U^IDI,  the  first  post-war  issue.  Edited  by  Dr,  Lao  Bagrow  and 
published  by  the  Kartografiska  Sallskapet  of  Stockholm,  IMAGO  MUMDI  includes  a 
number  of  scholarly  papers.  Especially  noteworthy  is  J,  Keuning's  "The  history 
of  an  atlas  -  Mercator-Hondius".  As  or,  Bagrow  has  been  out  of  touch  dtli  America 
for  so  many  years,  he  v/ould  appred  ate  it  very  greatly  if  Ainerl.can  coitrlbutors 
could  send  him  items  of  interest  in  the  field  of  historical  cartography. 

An  important  survey  of  German  geography  1933-1 91^5  appears  in  a  new  German  jjeriodi- 
cal,  Erdkunde;  Arciiiv  Air  wlssenschaftliche  GeograpMe  (publisher:  Fred  Diimmler, 
Bonn).  The  first  number  of  this  publication  appeared  in  May  19ii7,  being  Lieferung 
1-3,  and  according  to  the  editor,  Carl  Troll,  the  second  issue  vdll  be  ready  soon. 

There  are  also  some  new  Indian  geographical  publications:  Bulletin  of  the  National 
Geographical  Society  of  India,  Benares;  Panjab  Geographical  Review  (Univoraty  of 
the  Panjab,  Lahore);  Indian  Minerals  issued  by  the  Geological  Survey  of  India, 
Calcutta;  and  The  Indian  uicolo^ist',  organ  of  the  Indian  Ecological  Society, 
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A  new  map  of  the  vrorld  has  been  issued  by  the  American  Geographical  Society,  com¬ 
piled  on  a  modified  Mercator  projection  devised  at  the  Society  by  Mr,  0.  M.  Miller, 
Equatorial  scale,  1:30,000,000,  This  map  was  prepared  for  the  United  States  De¬ 
partment  of  State,  and  the  price  is  A  special  feature  is  a  diagram,  with 

instructions,  printed  on  the  back  that  permits  the  determination  of  great-circle 
routes  and  distances  between  any  two  points, 

A  new. method  of  presenting  maps  is  described  in  The  Geographical  Review,  for 
January  19U8,  A  wartime  product  of  the  Map  Inf om'ation  Section,  OSS,  it  is 
manufactured  by  Motors  Metal  Manuf q^cturing  Company  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  Known 
as  the  McCauley  Map  Case,  it  accommodates  a  map  coverage  of  3^00  square  feet,  is 
electrically  operated,  and  at  the  press  of  a  button  it  will  display  any  area 
measuring  not  more  than  llxlh  feet. 

Globes,  both  old  and  modern,  are  featured  in  the  Globe  Museum  recently  established 
in  Vienna  under  the  direction  of  Dr,  Robert  Haardt,  The  Museum  is  partly  a'med 
by  the  Austrian  government,  and  is  planning  to  compile  a  world  catalogue  of  old 
globes,  up  to  1850,  Information  and  photographs  of  early  globes  in  this  country 
would  be  very  welccme.  Address;  Dipl,-Ing,  R6bert  Haardt,  IV,Gusshausstras5e  20, 
Vienna  SO,  Austria, 

Federal  Surveys  and  Maps  -  accomplishments  during  19U7j  a  mimeographed  publication, 
is  now  available  on  request  from  the  Map  Information  Office,  Geological  Survey, 

U,  S,  Department  of  the  Interior, 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Copyright  Office,  has  issued  the  3d  Series  of  Cat ^ op  of 
Copyright  Entries,  Vol,  I,  Part  6,  No,  1,  Maps,  January-June  19U7«  This  listing 
oT^maps  as-  a  separate  unit  of  copyright  entries  is  a  rew  venture  of  the  Copyright 
Office,  and  can  be  purchased  frcm  the  Government  Printing  Office  for  $?1,00, 

The  committee  of  which  Mrs,  Clara  LeGear,  Map  Room,  Library  of  Congress,  is  clrair- 
man  no’.v  has  its  map  questionnaire  in  final  form  to  be  sent  to  libraries.  This  is 
the  initial  step  in  the  project  to  canpile  a  list  of  map  resources  in  the  United 
States, 

A  similar  project  is  being  conducted  by  Mr.  Isidore  Greenberg,  Brooklyn,  N,Y,, 
v/^ho  vras  so  impressed  by  the  catalog  I.'ap  Collections  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
compiled  by  the  Map  Information  Office  of  the  U,  S,  Geological  Survey,  that  he 
wants  to  edit  a  count  erpart  for  the  Nev:  York  area.  To  this  end  he  has  distributed 
a  questionnaire,  and  hopes  to  publish  a  list  of  his  findings. 


Mr,  Hugh  Spittal,  Chi-ef  of  the  Army  Map  Service  Library,  died  of  a  heart  attack 
on  February  13th.  His  death  is  a  great  loss  to  the  Map  Librarian  profession. 


